When this book first appeared in 1939 it rapidly established itself, not only as an authoritative text book on the histological structure of the body, but as a most scholarly work, balancing in a unique manner well established and essential knowledge with a fresh outlook which introduced the student to the newer knowledge of the subject. This it continued to do with well chosen references to recent work and an approach which admirably linked the study of structure and function. It has been a stimulus to many discerning students and young research workers. As the author has noted references to some of the advances in the last five years have been added to this edition, but he has retained references to earlier studies, especially when they can rightly be regarded as classical studies. The work is still correct and still stimulating, but more extensive rewriting would have been necessary to convey the excitement and research flavour of the earlier editions of this classic. It is now somewhat unusual to have references cited by journal, volume and year and without the page.
The book does remain a splendid memorial to one of our greatest British anatomists. J.E.M. This book is expanded from lectures given in the University of Aberdeen to medical students in their first year. The author was former Head of the Science Department of Edinburgh Academy and later Reader in the History and Philosophy of Science in the University of Aberdeen. He discusses in roughly chronological order evidence ranging from Egyptian archaelogical finds to the experimentation and theorising of the Members of the Royal Society in the eighteenth century and the empiricism of Sydenham. The work is illustrated by apt quotations from early sources and is a closely argued study. The student of early medical and scientific history will find it interesting, but it makes considerable demands on the reader and will be read by only a small number of medical students to whom it is addressed.
